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Some Considerations

I How many citizens are active consumers of partisan
media?

I How does partisan media polarize (echo chamber,
motivated reasoning)?

I Might the new media environment generate polarization
through routes other than the proliferation of partisan
media?
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Does Partisan Media Polarize its Viewers? Some
Evidence that it Doesn’t.

Source: Arceneaux and Johnson (2010)
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Proliferation of Non-News Choices

I But, media choice might generate polarization in other
ways; namely, the proliferation of non-news choices makes
it easier for low-engagement (and moderate) voters to tune
out.

I Prior’s (2007) theory:
I In the 1960s and 1970s, citizens were limited to low-choice

broadcast television with wall-to-wall news coverage in the
early and late evening.

I When exposed to news, citizens learn about politics. During
this period, “accidental exposure” produced learning in
segments of the electorate who would not otherwise be
exposed to little if any political information.

I We also know that political knowledge increases perceived
differences between candidates and parties; and hence
promotes voter turnout, interest and engagement.
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Proliferation of Non-News Choices

I To measure the effect of greater availability of media
choices on political knowledge, uses a 2002-2003 News &
Entertainment Survey that includes:

I Political knowledge questions.
I Measures of cable and internet access (at the time, 33%

had both).
I A measure of news vs. entertainment preference.
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Proliferation of Non-News Choices (Prior 2007)
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Media Choice and Polarization

I So, while the focus may be on the consumption of partisan
media; more relevant to polarization may be the fact that
now, so many citizens are consuming no news.

I Of course, this isn’t to suggest that the rise (actually,
return) of partisan media is inconsequential. The
consumption of partisan/ideologically-congruent messages
may have a polarizing effect on attitudes as well as
interpretation of objective facts (which ties in with last
week).
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Polarization and Political Engagement

Source: Abramowitz and Saunders (2008)
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Why Aren’t Moderates More Engaged?

I “Passionate moderate” is an oxymoron.
I Increasing shut out of the political process?

I More formally, this is known as “alienation from
indifference” (Riker and Ordeshook 1973).
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Why Aren’t Moderates More Engaged?

I So, a positive feedback loop whereby moderates become
less and less engaged in politics?
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