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I The party means/medians will move away from the center

if there are less liberal Democrats/conservative Democrats.
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Some Questions

I Do voters have a greater recognition of differences
between the parties?

I Which side is liberal? Conservative?
I Issue positions.

I Who has sorted?
I Greater sorting on some issues than others?
I How does sorting occur?

I Party −→ Ideology?
I Ideology −→ Party?
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An Elite-Driven Model

I Elites drive the process: they act (polarize) and voters
respond.

I This is consistent with past work on attitude change (e.g.,
Carmines and Stimson’s work on race) as well as with the
data.

I A notable exception: social movements/dramatic events
(e.g., September 11) can influence elites and mass
attitudes essentially simultaneously.
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Are Voters Sorting? Recognition of Elite Differences

Source: Gilens, Vavreck and Cohen, “The Mass Media and the Public’s Assessments

of Presidential Candidates, 1952-2000”
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Voter Sorting

I Does this have any effects? What do voters do with
information about the policy differences between the
parties?
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Partisan Sorting

Source: Levendusky, The Partisan Sort
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Partisan Sorting: Polarized Cues

Source: Druckman, Peterson, and Slothuus (2013)
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Partisan Sorting

Source: John Bullock
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Other Types of Cues and Sorting

Source: Michael Tesler
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Presidential Approval by Party
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Other Types of Sorting: Values

Source: Marc J. Hetherington
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Sorting and Polarization

Source: Levendusky, The Partisan Sort
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Who Sorts?

I Rates of sorting vary little between electoral subgroups:
I Region (North/South)
I Birth cohort (slightly more here: a “replacement effect.”)
I Religious fundamentalism

I However, those with higher levels of political information
and those who recognize ideological differences between
the parties are more likely to sort.
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Sorting: Stem Cell Data

I Stem cell research: new issue that emerged on national
stage in 2001. Become more partisan over time.

I If the sorting hypothesis (as elites polarize, voters sort)
holds, then partisanship should have a weak relationship
with stem cell attitudes in 2001, but grow stronger over
time (especially after the 2004 election).

I This is precisely what the data show: in 2001, party
identification is not a significant predictor of stem cell
attitudes. In 2005, party identification is a strong predictor
of stem cell attitudes (Levendusky 2009, p. 101).
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Sorting: Experimental Data

I Experimental participants were asked for their opinion on a
series of issues and were given either no treatment
condition, a low polarization condition (the parties in
Congress are not far apart), or a high polarization condition
(the parties in Congress are far apart).

I Issues:
I More environmental impact studies for construction permits.
I Privatize air traffic controllers.
I Deregulation of the electricity market.
I Ban on coastal oil drilling.
I Federal/state control of job-training programs.

POLS 4790: Political Polarization Sorting in the Mass Electorate



Sorting: Experimental Data

I Experimental participants were asked for their opinion on a
series of issues and were given either no treatment
condition, a low polarization condition (the parties in
Congress are not far apart), or a high polarization condition
(the parties in Congress are far apart).

I Issues:
I More environmental impact studies for construction permits.
I Privatize air traffic controllers.
I Deregulation of the electricity market.
I Ban on coastal oil drilling.
I Federal/state control of job-training programs.

POLS 4790: Political Polarization Sorting in the Mass Electorate



Sorting: Experimental Data

I Experimental participants were asked for their opinion on a
series of issues and were given either no treatment
condition, a low polarization condition (the parties in
Congress are not far apart), or a high polarization condition
(the parties in Congress are far apart).

I Issues:

I More environmental impact studies for construction permits.
I Privatize air traffic controllers.
I Deregulation of the electricity market.
I Ban on coastal oil drilling.
I Federal/state control of job-training programs.

POLS 4790: Political Polarization Sorting in the Mass Electorate



Sorting: Experimental Data

I Experimental participants were asked for their opinion on a
series of issues and were given either no treatment
condition, a low polarization condition (the parties in
Congress are not far apart), or a high polarization condition
(the parties in Congress are far apart).

I Issues:
I More environmental impact studies for construction permits.
I Privatize air traffic controllers.
I Deregulation of the electricity market.
I Ban on coastal oil drilling.
I Federal/state control of job-training programs.

POLS 4790: Political Polarization Sorting in the Mass Electorate
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Source: Levendusky, The Partisan Sort
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How Do Voters Sort?

Source: Levendusky, The Partisan Sort
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The Effects of Sorting

I More loyal partisans.
I More polarized feelings about the parties.
I Ideological consistency: voters adopt consistently

liberal/conservative issue attitudes.
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